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FOREWORD

Dr. C. KunHaN Raja has rendered a great service to Sanskrit
scholarship by bringing out the Asya Vamasya Siikta of the
Rg Veda. He has rightly called it the Riddle of the Universe
although it should be remembered that this is not the only
riddle in Vedic literature. Western scholars get round the
difficulty of interpreting such picces by calling them obscure.
But an adjective is a poor substitute for a commentary.
Sayana, who is generally of invaluable help in clearing
ctymological difficulties and bringing to light traditional
methods of cxplanation handed down for centuries from
teacher to pupil, s, as a rule, singularly silent, where the only
alternative to secking an interpretation in terms of mystic ex-
perience 1Is to believe that the Rsi was uttering pure nonsense.
Calling all hymns which seem to contain philosophic thought
as later interpolations, a device which is very popular with
many western scholars and their Indian disciples, does not
help us cither. Assuming that there has been an interpola-
tion, what meaning alter all does the interpolation convey?
It must have been considered important cnough to be given a
placc among the older mantras and must also have a
sensible meaning.

The Asya Vamasya Sikia is one of several Stktas in the
Rg Veda dealing with one or another aspect of the creation or
evolution of the universe. Other members of the same family
arc the Purusa Stkta (10, 90) the Rtam ca Satyam (10, 190)
and the Nasadiya (10, 129). Some day somebody will have
to make an attempt to collect all these in onc place and bring
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out with their help a complete account of the process of
evolution in all aspects and phases as it was understood by
the Vedic Rsis. It is not that these Siiktas connected with
different Rsis, occurring in different Mandalas and used for
different purposes, stand completely isolated from one another.
It is seen that very often questions propounded in onc Sttkta
find an answer in another: that, while one Siikta emphasises
one aspect of a phenomenon, another draws attention to a
different aspect of the same phenomenon. Very clearly they
represent certain philosophic ideas more or less common to
thinkers in those days and that these ideas are the germs
which developed into the rich philosophic systems of later
ages is a commonplace.

The Bhasya of Atminanda tries to give a mystic interpre-
tation of the Asya Vamasya Sikta. It is thought-provoking
but has not been able to get over all difficulties. For instance,
if, as seems evident, the imagery of the Sun and the pheno-
mena dependent upon it has been used to describe the
Paramatma and the Jivatma, then the correspondence should
be more explicitly borne out. One can understand the
number 7 and the number 720 in connection with the Sun;
but what do these numbers represent, especially 720, in recla-
tion to the Paramatma or the Jivatma? This is onc of the
several difficulties which the reader will experience.

But we are thankful to Dr. Raja for drawing attention to
this very important piece of philosophic literature. It deserves
the closest study. Many of the mantras it contains are widcly
quoted in our later philosophic literature, for example, the
mantra g7 Uit or W@ a1F or =T stk | Many of the ques-
tions which Dirghatamas postulates, for example, & zz3t gqd
Strgar . Who saw the universe when it first came into existence ?
or, g=gifit @1 w=d gftman: 1 ask you where is the limit of the
universe? Where is its focal point? Which is the place of the
supreme sound >—have been the subject-matter of philosophy
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and metaphysics all down the ages and will continue to be so,
so long as mankind studies philosophy. Quite obviously, this
Rsi has not contented himself merely with asking questions.
He has given answers also from his own spiritual experience.
But these answers are difficult to understand. They are
clothed in language which it is difficult to pierce. In the very
beginning, the necessity of the disciple approaching the Guru
has been emphasised and in the 7th Mantra the qualifications
of the Guru have been laid down—quite obviously he is to be
a Yogi. The greater part of the statements made by Dir-
ghatamas have been couched in ggifg-wrgr, that is, symbolic
language. The key to such language cannot be supplied
merely by a careful study of texts and adherence to the rules
of exegesis. Spiritual experience transcends reason and it is
only a person who has at least some knowledge of Yoga who
can bring light into this dark corner.

Sri Kunhan Raja has set the ball rolling. His notes in
English should stimulate the interest of those who believe that
the Vedas contain a wealth of knowledge which we necd even
in these days. I hope other scholars will devote attention to
this Siukta and give us a coherent account in consonance with
Vedic thought and Indian philosophical tradition.

Lucknow SAMPURNANAND
April 18, 1956



INTRCDUCTION

Tue Rgueda containg nearly 10,500 verses in 1017 hymns.
Most of the hymns are addressed to various gods and they
are the compositions of many poets.  The hymn now presented
in this book I the last of a greup of twenty-five hymns (140
to 164) mn the Fist Mapdala (Book! out of the ten Mandalas
into which the 1017 hymns arc divided, and this group is by
a poet named Dirghatamas.  In the Mandales 11 to VIII, the
hymms are by poets belonging to definite families. In the IX
AMundala, all the hymas are addressed to Soma. In the X
Maeypdala, there are many hymns of a misceBlaneous nature,
not addressed to any god, In form and content, the First
Mundala 15 similar to the Amdelas II to VIII. They are
mostly pravers addressed to the vartous gods,  But here, there
arc a Jarge number of poets who beloog to different families.

The first ten hymng in this First Mapdale are by
Madhucchandas, son of Viévamiira, and the whole of the
thivd Afupdale containg poems by various pocts of the family
of Vidvimitra and also by Vidvimitra hirsell The eleventh
hymn i by Jetd, the son of Madhucchandas, Noither of
thent appear in the third Mapdala belonging to the Visvamitra
Family. One hymn by Madhucchandas appears as the first
hymn in the ninth Mapdela, Jetd appears only here, as the
author of a single hymn, but there is another son of Madhuc-
chandas, by name Aghamarsana, who i the author of a
hymn in the tenth Mandele thyma 190},

Hymns 13 to 23 are by Medhatithi of the Kapva Family,
and hyrans by the poets of this family are included in the

B
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eighth Mandala. In the eighth Mapdela there are a few
hymns by this same poet, namely, hymns [ (verses 3 to 29], 2
and 32: in the ninth Mandefe there is the second hymn by
him. In the Kanpva Family there arc also Medbya and
Medhyatithi, and this Medhy2tithi is given as the joint author
of the 27 verses {3 to 29} in the Ist lyran of the eighth Mandelz
along with Medhitithi. Hymns 24 to 30 in the {irst Mandala
arc by Sunahéepa and there is a very pathetic story associated
with the composition of these hymms. e was the adopted
son of VisvAmitra. Hiranyastapa, of the Angiras Family, 12
the author of the hymms 31 to 335 in the First Mundala and
he is followed by Kanva son of Ghora with the hymns 36 to
43. Then come hymns 44 to 50 by Praskanva of the Kanva
Family: Praskanva i explaived a5 meaning “the son of
Kapva®., Savya of the Angiras Family follows him with the
hymng 51 to 57. This is followed by Nodhas of the Gotama
Family with the hymns 38 to 64. ParaSera, son of Saku, is
the author of the hymmy 63 to 73 and hymns 74 to 93 belong
te Gotama son of Rahigapa, Kuwsa of the Aagiras Family
follows with the hymms 94 to 98. Here there is @ half verse
forming a hymn by Kadyapa Marica. Five sons of Varsigiras,
vamely, RjrZéva, Ambarisa, Sahadeva, Bhavamina and
Suradhas are jomt auwthors of hymn 100, Then Kutsa re-
appears with hymns 101 to 104. TFrita Aptya is the author of
the rext hymn (105) and Kutsa appears once more with
hymng 106 to 115. Here comes Kaksivan, son of Dirghatamas
{who is the author of the hymn now hcing presented) with
hymns 116 to [25. He i3 also the author of the first five
versea in the following hymn (126) along with Bhavayavya
and Romasa as the authors of verse 6 and 7. Parucchepa,
son of Divodasa i3 the author of hymns 127 to 139 and it is at
this stage that the hymns of Dirghatamas find a place in the
fitst Mondelz. He is followed by Agastya (in whose hymus
Indra, Maruts and Lopimudrd, wife of Agastya also have
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their contributions}. Agastya is the son of the Double-Pivinity
Mitravaruna. Agastya closes the first Manrdala,

I have given this analysis of the authors of the first
Mapdaie 20 that I can comsider the question of the relative
chronology of the fixst Mandalz in the plan of the arrangement
of the whole text in ten Mandalas. There is a viw that the
first Adandala 15 later than the seven Maadales 11 to VIIT and
that the hymn now presented im thiz book is a very late one,
because it contains advanced thoughts in phalosopky. This.
point has to be considered in a critical way.

Various atterapts have been made in recent Himes to deter-
mine the date of the Rgueds and also the date of the various
poriions of the Rgeeds. The problem has been studied with
the help of grammar and langugge and vocabulary, of the
nature of the gods, of metre, of the general content of the
hymns etc. No test has produced any satisfactory results and
£ven the unsatisfactory results of these tests do not tally with
one another. But there is a consensus of opinion that the first
Mandale i3 later than the following Seven Mandilzs and that
the ninth and the tenth Mardalas also are of a later date, the
tenth being perhaps the latest.  The main argument is that the
bymns of authors belonging to the Families {11 to VIII) were
old and were collected together into seven Mapdalas and later
compesitions were added at the beginuing and at the end,
the hymmns on Soma being weeded out and collected into
another Mopdels, the ninth.

If the hymns are later, the authors too must be later.
Madhucchandas is the son of Visvamitra and Jcii is the son
.of Madhucchandas, and Viévimitra is the author, along with
other members of his Family, of the third Mondals, So
Madhucchandas and Jetd cannot be much later than the
authors of the hymns collected together into the third Mandule,
Medhitithi and Praskanva belong to the Kapva Family and
the hymns of the eighth Mardalz belong (the first half) to the
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Kanva family. There is the view that the Fama A apdals is
late.r than the other Family Mendeles. Tn the first Mandala
wo have Gotama Rahagana; in the fourth Mandale we have
Vamadeva Gautama (son of Gotama). Can we say that
Gotama is later than Vimadeva of the fourth Mardale?

Sunahsepa is the adopted son of Vifvamitra. FPaviidara,
gon of Sakti, also finds a place in this Mandale as the author of
nine bymas (65 to 73}, and Sakti s the son of Vasigtha to
whom the whole of the VII Mondeiz belongs, Kutsa iy an
anclent family of poets and there are many hymns by Kutsa
in this collection. Ghora, son of Angiras is the author of a
verse in the third Mandale, (10th in hymn 36), and Kanva, the
son of Ghora, appears in this Mapdalz as the author of bymins
36 to 43. Kutsa, himself an ancient poet, belongs to the
Argiras Family, and along with Arngiras is onc of the mast
ancient pocts known in the Rgreda.

There is not a single poct placed in this first AMapdula whe
has to be accepted as a later one, and most of them are found
to be as ancient as any of the poets belonging to the well-
known familics of Mandalas T1 to VILI, and some of them like
Ghora. and Kutsa maust be more ancient. There is another
possibility that the hymns brought into this coliection of the
first Mandalz were of a very ancient date and they swere
brought separately into this collection since thoy were not
so full as the relatively later compositions of the Family
Mapdales (II—XVIII;, As many as they could collect were
brought into this Mendala. I do not know why some hymns
that could e¢asily have gone into the other Family Adandulus
were incuded in this first Mandeie; theve ave also some
authors whose compositions are included hete and also in the
Family Mandalas, like Kanva and Medhatithi.

Anyway, from company we cannot say that Dirghatamas
wha is the author of the hymn presented in this ook, belongs
to a relatively later date. He belongs to 2 group of really
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purified her and she became the mother of a great poct named
Kaksivin, And this Kaksivin is the author of many poeins
found in the first AMapdala (116 to 126}, "There are slight
variations in the matter of details in the story swhich has been
rarrated above, and those who are interested in the peint can
refer to the commentaties on the Serodnukramani of Katyayana
and to the Brhaddevala (IV-11 {1} in this conneciion, and also
to the commentary of Sivana {on 1-123-1, [41-8 and 158-4.

Both Dirghatamas and his son Kaksivin were greai
poets, who had already rsen to the realm of mythology with
a large number of anecdotes gathering round them, and that
shows that both were ancient poets. Their relations with the
Gods like Agnd and Advins and the protection they received
from the gods are alluded to in many places in the Rgueda.
Insignificant people do not collect stories around them. Ido
not know how he was called Dirghatamas. Tt may be that he
“could see long into the dark regions™, the regions of mystic
darkness. Or it may also be that be found himself ‘for a long
time in the darkness of ignorance™ and at a later stage he
became wise and came out of this darkness. This is indicated
in some of the verses in the poem that i prescnted in this book.
The point of the light of wisdom coming to him is quite clear
in verse 37 here.

Divghatamas is the author of twenty-five pocmos in the
first Mapdaia (140 to 164}, The first two {140 and 141} are
addressed to Agni; the next (142} is an Apri Hymn, with
the last verse addressed to Indra; again there are seven
hymns to Agni {144 to 150); this is followed by three hymns
addressed to Mitrd-Varuna, with the first verse in the firgt of
these three addressed to Mitxa singly (151 to 153); the next
three are addressed to Visnu (154 to 156) with the first three
verses in the sccond of these hymns addressed jointly to Vispu
and Indra; then there are two hymns addressed to the Advins
(157 and 158) and two to Dyava-Prithivi, Heaven and Earth
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(159 and 160); the next is addressed 10 the Rbhas (161) and
the next two are in praise of the Horse (162 and 163). Then
we come to the famous hyran presented jn this book.

It will be found that from all points of view gods, gram-
mar, vocabulary ete,, the hymns of Dirghatamas are ancient.
There are occurrences of the archaic infinitive ending in feva:
ilike etavai in verse 3 and mdaiqeai in verse 28); the forms in
masculine nominative and accusative dual, neuler nominative
and accusative plural, maszculing mstrumental singular and
locative singular, all ending in Z are very common. There
are many verbal forrs that are peculiar to the Veda. Many
words too are purcly Vedic. There is no indication at all
within the poem itself that the poem may be of relatively
Jater date. The poem has a ritualistic setting and follows on
twenty-four poecms addressed to various gods and full of
ritualistic ideas, We cannot detach this one poerm from the
group of twenty-five poems and say that this is something
different from all the others, and that this must be a later
poem in so0 far as we come across advanrced philosophical
ideas in it,

When once the theory of any philosophical hymn in the
Veda being of late origin on the ground that it is philosophi-
cal in nature, is put forward, it rolls on, and no one can stop
the moveraent, Dewssen In his Philosophy of the Upaniseds says:
““ As early as the later hymns of the Rgoedz the thought was
introduced, which here as always marks the fiest step in
philosophy, the thought of the unity of existence. It involves,
if only in germ and half-unconsciously, the knowledge that all
plorality . ... has no reality in the highest sense. When it
is sald in the Rgweda I-164-46. ..., ... itis implied therein
that plurality depends solely om words . . . .. and that unity
alone ig real ” (P, 228, 228). Max Muller says: “ They thus
arrived at the conviction that above the great muliitude of
gods there must be one supreme personality, and after a time,
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stay behind, also remained without much of a change, while it
is the I[ndian side that underweni great changes. The
Aryans wore 2 primitive nomadic people, though brave and
warlike, moving from place to place in search of [resh
pasture, They defeated and subdued and even exterminated
the original inhabitants of the regions to which they went.
“They were under the control of the priests, and the priesis had
been developing various kinds of rituals to frighten and entice
the ignorant and credulous people. But some philosophical
thoughts were also dawning in the minds of some of the free-
thinking individuals, of which we find sorac reflections even in
the Rgeedic poctry. The ratiomatism of such individuals
developed into the Lfganisads, and later it found its full expres-
sion in Buddhism. There was alwayvs a conflict beitween the
ritualistic religion and the rationalistic phitosophy, and there
was rivalry hetween the two sets of people, represented by the
Brahmins and by the Kshatriyas, Qo the religious side the
evolution of ideas cubminated in Monotheism, represented by
Vi§vakarman and Prajapati while on the philosophical side it
xeached the heights of Momisi in the Lpenisads.

Al are agreed that the literature avatlable docs wot reveal
any sort of cven a distant indicarion of the Avyans having
migrated from outside into India. Yet the theory of an Avyan
raigration in comparatively later periods is accepted by ail
scholars who have expressed an opiuion on the origin of Indian
culture. There is, on the other hand, clear cvidence in such
literature that the Aryans must have been in the couniry for
a fairly long petod. The ancient tradition, current even in
other countries, was that the Indians never invaded a forcign
country and that they never allowed foreign invadera vo put
their steps on the Indian soil. How did the warlike, adven-
turous spirit of the people who were, 6l they came to India
just a short time prior to the composition of the Rgreda, get
evaporated in such a brief period? Were the Rgvedic Arvans
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the ageressors and invaders who came to the foreign country
of India as conquerors, or were thoy iu their own homes, the
victims of aggression from others who tried to ruin their culture ™
There is frequent mention of thar enemies and the proteclion
which they had bcen recciving from their gods against the
enemies. Tar from being the beginmings of a culture, the
Rgvedz appears to mark the stage of a culmination of a
great culture, at a time when stronger enemies were trying o
invade them and io destroy their cultuve. In the Yajurceda
and in the Brakmanas, we find a clear uote of triumph over
their enemies through the protection of their culrure by their
gods, The disturbances from their enemies arrested the pro-
gress of their culture. Throughout the Rgveds we find ondy
one notc, the notc of harmony between philosophy and
religion. We find ro trace of any conflict beiween these two-
carrents of thought in the whole of the Rgusdic literature.

There must have becn an immense literature accumu-
lated during many centurics and in the cxtant text of the
Rgvedn we find only a small part of it. Some families that had
been fuithful to their andent culture preserved their social
habite and their religious custorms, of which rituals formed a
really important element. So the pravers that were utilised i
such rituals had a better chance of being preserved by those
faithful families, and we find that the poems of 2 more intellec-
tual nature were not preserved in the same way as the poems:
with a ritvalisiic furn. It is also quite a possibility that new
" compositions of the people were more of the ritnalistic pattexn.
My own definite view is that if there is an intellectual ture
noticesble in 2 poem in the Rgveda, it must for that reason be
put to an earlier stage. I will put the Hymn on Creation
(the Nasediye hymn, Rgoeds X-129} along with the poem now
presented in this book, to a very carly age. I do not find the
Purusasifia (Rgreda X-90) to rise up to an equally intellect ua.
hcight,
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When we stady this great philosophical poem, we are not
dealing with some outer growth of a later stage in the Vedic
culture; we are handling the life and essence of the Vedic
culture. There were poets who had a vision of the beginnings
of the world, the first canse of creation and the conditions of
the world in that initial stage. The ideas comnected with
early stages in the creations of the world must have been quite
familiar to the people; the poet who composed this poem must
have taken it for granted that all of the modes of expressions,
which we now find to be mere insoluble riddles, were famliar
to the people. Otherwise he would not have used the langu-
age that we find in the poem. We do not now understand the
symbolisms, the similes and imageries. From the time whenthe
poem was composed to the later times, there had been a decad~
ence and not a progression in philosophical thought in India.
The poet Dirghatamas is not groping in the region of
darkness ; he could clearly see through the regions that are
now dark to us, while he had got out of the dark regions.

Side by side with the theory that the Aryans came to
India as aggressors, as invaders, as conquerors, therc was
another theory initiated by Max Muller and so poetically
described by him in his Preface to his Six Systems of Philosophy,
that the Aryans found themselves in a happy region of plenty
where they had no need to work and where in rhat state of
enforced idleness their intellectuals found joy in philosophical
thought (P. vi and vii). Radhakrishnan puts it in a more
fasciating langnage in hiz Indian Philosophy {Vol. I, PP. 21
and 22). But there are others who could find In the Rgueda
only a struggle for life against their enemics, along with
political and literary ambitions among the people. Fhilosophy
is not the product of idleness; it is the fimit of success{ul
siruggle in life,

I do not find in this philosophical hymn mercly some
anticipations of philosophy, some sway spots in philosophical
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thoughts touchcd upon by people groping in dark regions, some
philogophical notions dawning in the minds of people who had
nothing elge to do than to think of such problems when all
their needs were supplied by a benign country and when they
had no secular struggles or ambitons. I am dcaling with the
problems s a part of an advanced civilization with a full hfe
led by the people. Rather than an anticipation, what we find
In this poem is a scanty remnant from an earlier daie of an
imnmense store of philosophy, grand, sublime, profound, clear
and definite.

I see 2 beginning and a conclusion in the poem, consistent
with each other, and with a continuity in the current of thought.
The poet has presented a full picture of things that are hidden
from the understanding of the ordinary people. With the
symbolisms lost to ws, with the back-ground obliterated, we
are not able to see the significance of the whole picture.  There
are many words and expressions, many modes of presentation,
that we cannot understand. We do not know ta what the
various oumbers Iike three and seven refer; the simile of the
cow with the calf and the imagery of the father and mother
and other points are also obscure. Thug we find ourselves
having to handle a puzzle; we are faced with a mystery. Yet
we need not lose all hope of understanding something out of
the poemn. There are some landmarks that help us to be sure
of our bearings when we enter the very mysterious region
pictured in this poem.

The poet starts with the mention of ** a beloved invoker
grown grey, with his two brothers, who is the Lord, and
father of seven children® (verse 1). The poem closes with a
prayer to ““the divine bird, the great bird, produced from
water and from herbs, who brings happiness with rains,” for
protection.  (verse 52). Is this latter an invocation to the
same ohject which the poet could see in the beginning? If
there i3 continuity and uniiy of ideas in the poem, there must
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be such an identity. The first two words of the first verse
(asya vimaspa) we find appearing again in the second line of
verse 7 (aspa vdmaspa nikitam padam vek). This latter passage
refers to “the concealed position of this beloved Bird.” Are
the two beloved ones the same in both ? The same teraninology
suggests such an identity. There is the beloved invoker and
there {s the beloved bird and there i3 a final invocatton 10 the
bird. The poet seems to have the same object in view in
thesc three references {in verses [, 7 and 52).

These are pot loosc ends of broken threads. We e
able to tracc some continuous thoughts. The concealed
position is mentioned in other verses in this poem. Tlhere
is the simile of a chariot in many verses, and in verse
3, it is said of thc chariot that “the scven mnames of
the cow are concealed therein.” In vermse 5, therc is the
guestion put by the poet himself, being immature in intellect,
and it relates to “ihese concealed positions of the gods™.
Then much later, in vemse 43, there s the statement that
“three quarters of speech arc concealed in the cave®. Itis
said in verse 39 that “all gods take their position in the
highest place of the songs™, The poer says that one who does
not know that the songs are the abodes of all the gods, can
make no use of the songs (same verse 39).

In verse 24, there i3 a reference to seven specches {speech
forms) and in verse 3, the scven names of the cow are concealed
therein, in the chariot. One cannot miss some cose relation
among the posiion of the gods, the Girafri and other song
forms, the cow zand the chariot. There is the beautiful
imagery of the cow with the ealf, making a bellowing sound,
licking the calf, vielding milk and so on {verses 26 to 29, and 40
and 41]. Along vwith the mention of the concealed position of
the bird, there is a reference to the cow and the calf iverse 7),

Immediately alter introducing the “beloved invoker grown
grey ” in verse 1, the imagery of a chariot has been introduced
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in the second verse. The chariot has only one wheel. Oris
it that the chariot is of the {orm of a single wheel? There are
seven ‘horses} yoked to it and one horse with seven names
draws that chariot (verse 2). The seven horses must be the
seven rays of the sun. But it is not the visible rays of the
sun ; we cannot detach the conception of the scven names of the
borse (verse 2} from the seven names of the cow mentioned in
the next verse {3). The seven {horses} yoked fo the chariot
are also mentioned im thc next verse (3), and there it is satd
that seven horses draw it that it has scven wheels, while the
whecl was onc in verse 2,

Seven sisters sing in praise of it (verse 30, Im verse 11,
the wheel has twelve spokes and it goes round and round the
heaven; there seven hundred and twenty sons in pairs stand.
This is clearly a reference to the year with three hundred angd
sixty days {divided into the pairs of day and night). The
chariot has 2 twheel of five spokes and the whole world is
placed on it when it revolves (versc 13), while in the previous
verse {12) there is mention of seven whedds (sce verse 3 also)
and six spokes. The . spokes are mentioned as being twelve
tverse 11;. In verse 12, there are two views expressed about
the “father having twelve forms and five feet”. The whole
world is spoken of as being placed in the wheel in verse 14,

[mmediately after introducing the subject matter (in
verse 1) and a brief reference to the chariot (verses 2 and 3)
there is a query about any one who knows about the first
born corporeal world {having bonesj which the incorporeal
{boneless} supports (verse 4} and the poet puts an open
question about the concealed positions of the gods (in verses 3
and 6). From here we find some reference to the mother and
the child, It may be the first cause (the boneless mentioned
in verse 4) 23 the mother and the created world as the child.
When the poet looked at the image of the sun, with the
chariots and horses popularly known, the poetic vision came
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up in him and he speaks in verse 5 ol the poets weaving
a poem with the threads of spcech (the seven threads must be
the seven speech forms). The inquiring nature comes out
and there is the picture of the cow and the calf, representing
the creation of the world, The Sun scen is the ultimate
cause of the creation. The four verses (7 to 10) describe the
cow and the call. The next four verses {J1 to 14} are again
about the Sun, mentioned in the frst three verses. The next
versc (15) speaks of the seven born together, that the seventh
is born zlone and the six are twins, the Rgis born of gods. s
it the seven sisters (verse, 3)? Is it the seven names (verse 27
Is it the seven speech forms [verse 2417

Then in the next verse (16) there is the statement of
what really are women being spoken of as men; only those with
eyes can sec and the blind cannot know, and enly a poet can
see the truth and the son who knows becomes the father of the
father. This is cextainly a reference to the transcendentsl
vision of the poet. The first cause that supports the created
world is mentioned as feminine (verse 4¢) and the created
world is spoken of as masculine in the same verse. In three
verses (17 to 19} there is stated something about ancient and
recent, about what are above and below and so on. This
may be a reference to the relative age and position of the
original cause and the created world. Anyway there is some
mystery stated and its knowledge realized by poets, till now.

It may alio be that the point dealt with in the first 19
verses is about the dawmning of the transcendental vision of
the poet. “‘Where does she give birth? Indeed it is not in the
herd "-—this may be a reference to the production of that
ultimate wisdom. Thus there is yomething said about the
knowledge of the first cause and the first creation, or about
the knowlede of the mystery of the universe. It is the
mention of the boneless (in feminine} supporting the bone-
possessing (in masculine} in verse 4 that makes me think that
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the point is about the creation of the world from the first
cause. But the appearance of the cow holding the call with the
foot and the doubt about the place of giving birth by the cow
in verse 17 make me think that the peint herc is about the
dawning of wisdom, and this wisdom is certainly about the
mystery of the world and its creation.

Tt is at this stage that there is introduced the simile of two
hirds sitting on the same tree {verse 20) and continued,  This
verse has becn interpreted to signify the two kinds of souls,
the Supreme Soul or Paramdlman and the Individual Soul or
the Fivdtman, The Fivdtman cats the sweet herries of the tree
and the Paramaiman simply looks on, without cating.  Accord-
ing to the uswval interpretation, thig brings out the distinction
between the Imdividual Soul that enjoys and the Supreme
Soul that simply “*Is,” without activitics and experiences like
enjoyment and suffering.

But the context is very inappropriate for such u point o
be raised. The context is the cagerness of the poct ta knewy
the truth and the dawning of such a transceadental vision of
the truth, Thus what we expect here is a distinction heiween.
those who know the truth and these who know only the out-
side, the external world, withent exyoying the fraitz of wisdom.
There is no hint at all that what one of the two Luwls ¢x-
periences 15 of the nature of imperfection, of the usature of
suffering. It is spoken of as sweet (s5ddu) and the birds are
later spoken of as * eating the honey ™ (madhzadal in verse 22)
In verse 21, there is the reference to “the birds that ceaselesly
sing forth about their share of immortality before the learned
assembly ™, in which assembly, the wise entered the heart
of the poet; and it is in. the following verse that there is the
reference to “the birds eating honey in the tree”. 8o what
eats is the superior between the two birds. We cannot
also ignore the fact that Pippalada {one who eats the berry)
is a wise sage and not a suffering soul.
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Following upon this there is a olorification of poetry.
The meaning of many of the words usedd ¢hers lie the names
of metres and the kinds of poems, are unknow;;.mus. We do
not know what they exactly mean, T here s the tomposition
of particular kinds of songs with particular mevesand there
is alyo the reference to the “establishmnent o heriver in the
heaven and the vision of the sun.” (verse 25}, Thae i also a
mention in this verse (25) of the exaltation duepdeinfluence
of poetry. All these points in glorification o poery are
contained in three verses (23 to 25).

Thea there is an invocation to a cow, whichmut be the
wisdom itselfl. The references in the Iatter pordmolthis poem
about the immortal having the same  origh = the mortat
{verses 30 and 38) arc proof that the twwo binkmeationed in
verse 20 arc the one who has attained to the macendental
wisdom and the other who is still i, the nomal plane of
knowledge. Onc who knows becomes  Immortal fHerse 23).
This contrast 1s clear in some of the vexrses that ilow,

There is the simile of a cow in four wrerses (vres 26 to 29)
in which the poct welcomes the wisdom. conceielofasa cow.
“The oven is uscd for heating the milk anxd hereiiiforprepar-
ing the wisdom for one’s enjoyment (werselfl The milk
drawn for the sake of the Advins (verse 27) msbe sweet in
so far 25 the Agving are fond of MedZe (Iromey! Cerainly he
bimself is the calf in this context. I do ot koow who is
meant as the expert in drawing the milk {verstlj:it muast be
the Savité (which means also inspirex).  Iticthesght of the
:Sun-god that was the starting point in attaning the wisdlom
referred to here. The picture of the mother wwand the calf
is really beautiful here. There is some difficlyininterpret-
ing verse 29. What is this which Iaas eompased the
cow. Isit the light of wisdom? Does theidardate to the
Sun born of the Dawn? The pictures i nmt quie clear,
‘The inner meaning is the dawning of wiscon; but there

c
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is some difficulty in understaunding how this encompisses
the cow.

Tn verse 30 there is u contrast drasn vt lrst bl
between two conditions—lying down and anoving faxd, wnd
rushing and remaining firm.  {u the seconud Jualf there ds gy
reference to the mortal and tie hnmertd hovingd the sue
origin; the lifc of the dead is spokeu ulus being st
If the word Mrte {dead) weans only ** relicved from bodidy
entanglement >’ through wisdom, then this can b the vandition
in which the poct finds hiwsclf when the light ol wisidon T
dawned on him; and two states of quivt aud hrisk mavennend
is quite in fitting with the conditimy ol such o poet, T the
next verse (31} there i3 the vision of the protecior, L the
following one (32) the rveferenee (o the conditiont o ciubeyve
in the womb of the mother is clear; the first haltcan welt e nto
such an idea found in the second hadf.  In the swest verse 34;
there is the mention of the heaven as the futher ek thother we.
My own view is that in ihese four verses SH) Lo 30 there is
the mystery of the creation and the embadint of tle Soitl
The reference to the father and mother must be velased 10 the
ideas found in an earlier section (in deating withi verses 7 1o 1

In the following two verses {34 and 35¢ there s aoseriss of
four questions in one and the corresponding answers to e in
the next. The questions refer to the crewted waril, There is a
clear ritualistic bias in this context and it is a glorificeton of the
nitual of Soma Sacrifice with its pavenwenn which is spoken ol
as the farthest imit of the carth, the pivotal poiut of the worled
being the Sacrifice, the Soma heing the seed for the procyeas
tion of humanity and Brahman being the seal of spesch,  The
Brahman is one of the group of wurshippess that participate
in the Sacrifice, The word mequns “ poctrs ™ perhiaps he
is the poet who sity at the Secrifice and composes poctry and
invokes the gods with the poems that be comyposes. That is why
heiscalled Brahman also, so far as 1 can understand the position,
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In the lollowing verse (36) there is mentiored a seven-
fold sced [or the crcation of the world and this may be
compared to the seventh of those who were born together,
stated in verse 15 above. These sceds are spoken of as wise
and encompassing the world. We do not know the exact
significance of the scven-fold scheme in the origins of the
world and in some of the hidden facts in this universc.

The succeeding two verses (37 and 38) definitely refer to
the condition in which the poet f{inds himself in the world
after he has attained the poetic vision. In verse 39 there is a
reference to real poeiry contprehending the divine as its true
purport. ‘What follows this (verse 40} is again a benediction
to pociry, and again descriptions of poetry continue in verses
41 and 42.

Verse 41 i3 again a glorification of the Soma Sacrifice
as the fixst Dharma to appear in the world, The three forms
of the Supreme are mentioned in the next verse with their
different functions {verse 44) and this cannot be dissociated
from the first verse where the two brothers of the Supreme is
also mentioned.  Specch 1s fax more extensive than what men
know, which i3 only a quarter of the real nature of speech
(verse 45) and the various gods are only different names of
the same god {46}, Here the nenter (Sat, meaning reality}
has no special significance. “They applied to the central
Principle the nenter term Sat, to show that it is above sex.”
Indian Philosophy by Radhakrishnan, P'.94). The context is
about gods known by diffexent names and not about the
reality of the uwniverse, and the neuter s used only in a
general way, not referring to any particular god.

In the above section, there is dealt with creation and
moral order and religious practices, as seen by the poet and
there is a rcturn to the point at which the poem started, the
bixds and the chariot, in verses 47 and 48, The poem comes
to 1ts conculsion with an imvocation to Sarasvati, the Goddess
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of wisdom and of poetic art (verse 49) and ihe fiuits of
following the moral order is mentioned in verse 30, The
Religious practices are not upilateral in their function and in
their fruits; it {s 2 matter of ca-operation and co~rdination
between the world and the heaven {31} end there s e
coneluding invocation to the Bird in verse 32,

It is possible to trace somc continuily and to detect some
unity in the whole poem. Eveu (rom ancient times, the poom
had been taken as of 2 miscellancous nature.  The iirsy b1
verses were taken as forming a unit with the All-gods as the
Deity and for the remaining 11 verses they assigued dilfevent
deities. The first part does not exhibit any sort of inclividu-
ality for the Deity, if there is any Deity at all, and so they
texmed the Deity as All-god. When there is a definite,
unitary group of gods, they are addressed fo as Adl-Gads;
when there are many gods in their individual capacity brought
together, then also the term *All-gods™ is applied. Fhe
third case is when the nature of the deitics is not clear. This
is the case in the poem at hand.

One thing is certain; this is not a haphazard jumble ol
many verses in a single hymn. There is a unity and there is.
continuity of thought also, within the whole poem. Not
only this, the ertire collection of the twenty five hynans by
Dirghatamas has a plan, and must have been in this order
from a very carly stage. That must be the ground for some
stories appearing about the poet. There are hytuns in
praise of many gods and the final hymn is of 2 philesophical
nature where there is clear evidence of the poet having
attained to some transcendental vision. The story about him
is that he was born blind and that after prayers to the various
gods, he got supreme wisdom. According to the Servauzbre-
wmani, this peem containg more of introspection than of prayers.

Grassmann relegates this hymn, along with a lurge
number of hymns, to the appendix, in his translation, In the
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mtroduciory note to the travslation, he assigns it to the
latest period of the Rgeeds. The whole poem is also divided
by him into a few sccuons. The first section of 10 verses he
calls Cosmwological questions and fancies; verses 11 w0 15 give
a mystic description of the Year and the seasons; the foliow-
ing 7 verses (16 to 22) he speaks of as very obscure and
impossible to understand; the three verses {23 to 25) deal
with the common metres, and the four verses following (26 to
29) dcal with the cow which is the cloud that gives rain; the
four verses {30 to 33) are again obscure and verses 34 to 42
and 45 are a glorification of the Sacred Speech; in the
remaining section, omitting verse 48, we [ind many gods in
the Sacrifices and he prefers to bring the verse 48 in the group
of verses 11 to 15. '

Geldner in his notes to his translation speaks of the hymn
as containing the wonders of Nature and of man’s life, specu-
lations about time and about human, especially poetic,
language; they are all clothed in the form of allegories
and riddles, and their solution js difficult and even Sdyana
does not help us much. Geldner relates the hymn with
ritual and the three brothers mentioned in the very first verse,
according to him, are the three fires in a ritual. The
indications to ritualistic Fire are there and they cannot be
ignored in trying to understand the general purport of the
hyma. There is an address directly made, to Agni (Fire} in
verse 11 and the reference to Indra and Soma in verse 19
indicate a close relation to the ritual. The spotted Bullin
verse 43 in Soma and there is mention of Soma in verse 33.
Sacrifice iz mentioned in verses 35 and 50. All these
references indicate that the poet had the setting of a
Sacrifice around him for the composition of the poem, There
is the term Videtha {a learned assembly) in verse 21, and this
must be the Assembly called together at the time of the Sacri-
fice. That is the occasion for people to come together and for
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people to address the assemblies, and ability to address such
assemblies is ome of the most coveted privileges of the people
at that time. There is frequent prayer for such an ability (¢t
passages like Vidatham @ Vedema—May we be able to address
a learned assembly : Reveds 1-17-25). The concluding verse
speaks of the Bird as the child of water, of the herbs, and this
fits in well with Fire. Even the term Hpid {invoker} in the
first verse fits in better with Fire than witli the Sun.  Sdll the
descriptions of the chariot reminds one more of the Sun than
of Fire, and that is why I have said that it is the sight of the
Sun that was the stariing point in the realisation of the vision
of the Ultimate Truth by Dirghatamas, as described ju this
poeni.

The contents of the poem turn out to be a riddle to ug
because we have lost the clue to the correct interpretation of
the poem. We do not know many of the symbols and many
of the conventions current in thosc days. The poet had
composed 24 poems about various gods and this group is
followed by a long poem about the realisation of poelic visiou;
the poem seems to have been recited at a Sacrifice where
learned people had assembled. The poet describes the world
and its origin and of the nature of language and the secrets of
the language understood by him in his poctic vision,

In the case of poem relating to ritual, we have a fairly
good collection preserved for us and we are ahle to understal
such poems fairly easily and fairly correctly. But when it
comes to a poem like this, which is in the planc of intellce-
tualism, even of intuition, we do not have many specimens
and we are puzzled at the mysteries for which we have lost

- 2l the clues,

1 do not consider the poem as a later specimen of Vedic
literature. From the point of view of the poct, who has
become a sort of mythological figure with his still more
romantic son about whom there have grown up more stories,
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from the point of view of grammar and vocabulary and from
the point of view of his associate poets in the first Mandalz
the presumprion is that this poem is 2 specimen of the old
heritage of &goedic literature.  There is nothing to prove that
philosophy was only making its appearance in India at that
time. (reat geminses do not fit Into an arrangement in a
serial on the basis of Evolution.  Great poets like Vedavyisa
and Valmiki and Kalidasa, great thinkers like Sankara, great
astronomers like Aryabhata and great critics like Bharata do
not wait for their turn in the qucue of Evolution in their
respective fields; they come and exhibit their genius. The
same is the case with Dirghatamas in the Vedic times. The
Upanisads ate more attempts to preserve and to understand an
ancient tradition than a new Ulumiration. I have approached
the problem from this angle. '
There must be a complete shift in our whole approach to
the problem of interpreting the civilization of the Vedas. If
we think of the Vedic Aryans as a primitive nomadic people,
divided into a large number of clans under their own chief-
tains, cach clan fighting with the others, and all of them with
the non-Aryans people, if we regard the Rguedic poetry as
pastoral, composed by priests and employed in simple ntuals,
which were getting more and more complicated, and if we
regard their religion as amimiem or as crude Nature worship,
we cannot get at the real vature of Rgvedie pactry.  We must
have the true vision of a great people, who had developed 2
very advanced civilization, who had produced a very great
Literature, who had been living a full life, enjoying festivals
and entertainments associated with their national Institutions
like the Soma Sacrifice, The Soma Sacrifice was the occasion
for poets and tlinkers to come together and to discass the
profound problems rclating to the nature of the Universe
and the relation of man to the phenomena of Nature, ako
to recite their poems, mostly in the form of Odes to the
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gods who were their companions and helpers.  The Brahman
i one of the many persons who took part in the Soma
Sacrifice, and he bhad no definite function like the Udgatar
{Singcr) the HAotar {invoker} and the Adhvaryu {the Performicr
of the Rituals). He is the man who was given an honoured
position at the Ceremonial, who could recite 2 new poem.
The whole place is called a Sadas (2 place where they sit
together! or a Vidatha (an Assembly of Learnced People).
Unless we can see Dirghatamas sitting in 1iat bonoured
position at a Soma Sacrifice and reciting his Jast and best
poem hefore the assembly of the great scholars and learued
maon, we cannot understand the true import of the poemy. It
is only after a person could sce Truth in its real Nature and
who could compesc a poem on that YTruth, that he will be
allowed that position at the Sacrifice, and then he was called o
Rsi. 1 look at this poem with such a settng.

It is not possible for me to give a clear analysis of the
whole poem. I am myself able only to find somc generul
directions and not at all the positions of the various details.
To give u complete analysis of the poem and an attempt at a
fuller discussion of the problem is not within the scope of such
an Introduction. That has to be taken up as an independent
study,

C. Kenmax Raja
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